In the crystal structure of the title mononuclear Cu II complex, [Cu(C 11 H 16 N 3 O 2 )(NO 3 )]Á0.25C 2 H 5 OH, the complex molecules are linked by N-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, forming a dimer with an approximate non-crystallographic twofold rotation axis of symmetry. In the monomeric unit, the Cu 2+ ion exhibits a distorted square-pyramidal configuration, whereby the anionic [HL] À Schiff base ligand binds in a tetradentate fashion via the O and the three N atoms which all are approximately coplanar. The O atom of a nitrate anion occupies the fifth coordination site, causing the Cu II atom to move slightly out of the approximate basal plane toward the bound nitrate group. The structure exhibits disorder of the ethanol solvent molecule.
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For the corresponding Schiff base, see: Osterbere (1974) ; Patterson & Holm (1975) .
Experimental
2.1. Crystal data [Cu(C 11 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) . the mechanism of oxygen evolution by polypeptides in the oxidation of water in photosynthetic organisms.
The title compound crystallizes in the monoclinic space group P2 1 /n with two crystallographic independent molecules of the complex, which differ essentially in the orientation of the nitrate group (Fig. 1) . The complexes are linked by N-H···O and O-H···O hydrogen bonds to form a dimer with an approximate non-crystallographic 2-fold axis of symmetry, passing along a rough line described by the midpoints of Cu1 and Cu2, O3 and O8, N3 and N7, O1 and O6, and O2 and O7 (Fig. 2) . In each monomer unit, the Cu 2+ ion exhibits a distorted square-pyramidal configuration, whereby the anionic Table   2 ). According to these values, the coordination geometry around both copper ions is best described as distorted square- 
S3. Refinement
The ethanol solvent molecule is disordered about a centre of symmetry and was thus refined with site occupancy factors of 0.5. The O11-C23 and C23-C24 distances were restrained to target values of 1.43 (4) and 1.54 (4) Å, respectively.
Rigid bond restraints and restraints towards isotropy were applied to the anisotropic atomic displacement parameters. H atoms were added at geometrically calculated positions and refined with the appropriate riding model. (7) 0.0157 (6) 0.0470 (9) 0.0056 (5) 0.0229 (7) 0.0088 (6) O4 0.0363 (9) 0.0180 (7) 0.0643 (12) 0.0118 (6) 0.0285 (9) 0.0078 (7) O5 0.0204 (6) 0.0168 (6) 0.0290 (7) −0.0020 (5) Symmetry codes: (i) −x+1/2, y−1/2, −z+1/2; (ii) −x+3/2, y−1/2, −z+1/2; (iii) −x+1/2, y+1/2, −z+1/2.
